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Sister Linda Yuen
Taoist priestess

*| prayed to one of my favourite god-
desses, Tin Hau, the Goddess of Sea
and Heaven who guides travellers, that I'd
make the right decision,” says Sisler
Linda Yuen of her move 1o Australia, In
1991, she was asked by the spirilual
leader of the Taoist church if she would
leave Hong Kong to oversee the eslab-
lishment of a new Australian temple

‘It was a big decision for me,” sha
says. "l had visited Australia twice befora,
but | did not speak English very well.”
Plus, there were family considarations
disrupting her young son s schoolng and
leaving her ageing molher

Sister Linda has now been the Head
Priestess at the Evergreen Taoist Temple
in Brishane for six vears and says Tin Hau
answaned her pravers, "My mother now
lves with me, and | ipve the hife hare and
my work in he temple

The Tanist life is simple, maditlative and
in harmony with nature, the appeal of
which became apparent to Sister Linda in
her early 20s. " would attend classes al
the temple, and once | met a Taoist
brothier. We talked, and | began 1o under-
stand that what I'd wanted for a long time
| could hind withen the temple,.” she
explains, “Its our duty 10 gve senace to
pecple and encourage others 1o do the
same, Since becoming a priestess, my
Ife has not changed very much, except
that | now feel very relaxed and peacelul

Reverend Anne vanGend
Anglican priest

Four vears ago, Anne vanGend, 31, was
working as an English leacher in Alfrica
when she lell called (o the Anglican priesi-
hood, "l wasn'l even an Anghcan al the
hme, and I'd never considered becoming
a pnesl,” she says

Being in Cape Town duning the kead-up
1o South - Afnca’s first free elections
inspired Anne 1o maka her ife-changing
decision Io enter the church. "My uncle
had slaried-a school in Zambia, 50 | wani
cwer and laught there for lhree years
[Then] | was involved with the Cape Town
Cathedral, where [Archbishap] Tulu is
based,” Anne recalls. °| began o realise
what an influence the church could have
in a couniry, both in changing the [social]
siruciures and the people.”

When Anne returned 1o Australia, she
decided to enter the priesthood. But, firsl,
she had o become an Ar.u'jln;an I ehied
ihat on the way o college,” she laughs. "l
packed the car, drove inlo lown, the
Bishop confirmed me in the Cathedral
then | got back in the car and drove away.”

After studying thealogy, Anne will be
ordained this monih and 15 as passionale
as ever about her vocaton, “As a prest
wou're with people at the crucial momenis
of their lives. It's such a privilege.”
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