Two of Brishane’s homeless locals (top, and above)

Composer Stephen Stanfield
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Dn & wall in Brisbane’s Fortitude
Valley, there is a mural depscting
homeless and marginalised people in
vanous scenanos. In one panel, a
homeless person asks a passer-by for
a cigerette, and the passer-by replies,
“Sure, | know what it’s like to not be
abla to afford cigarettes " But this
response has been scribblad out with
a permanent marker and replaced
with; ‘No, get a job and bary your
S

Sadly, there are many people in
the community who are not anly
unsympathatic to the plight of people
living in poverty ar on the streets, but
are openly hostile towards them, [1's
a matter that clearly concems
Brisbane-based composer Stephen
Stanfield, who has created Critical
Mass as part of the Queensiand
Biennial Festival of Music. The show
i§ @ seres of compositions, vocal
recitations, pre-recorded audio and
visual projections fooking at the issue
of homelessness. What makes
Critical Mass notable s its choice of
venue — 5t Mary's Church in South
Brizbane - and the context in which
it will be performed

‘Cntical Mass, as the name
suggests, takes the form of a
contemparary Mass, Stanfield
gxplaing. ‘It will include a liturgy
especially written by Fathers Peter
kennedy and Terry Fitzpatnick,’

Stanfield clearly balieves in tha

A HOME
FOR HYMN

A powerful new multimedia show, set in a Brisbane
church, will give homeless people a voice.
By Matt Thrower. Photos by Andrew Merry.

power of music 10 make a paint: “I'm
hoping people will be a litthe bit more
knowledgeable about the issue of
homelessness in Brisbane when they
leave Critical Mass.” he says. 'l hope
they'll hava enjoved themselves at
the same time as feeling emotionally
touched. | think the imagery and the
combination of music and recorded
audio will have quite an impact.”

For Stanfield, putting the event
Iogether has been an eye-opengr.
Working in collaboration with Robyn
Bolden. community access and
support senvice coordinator at 3t
Mary’s outreach centre, Stephen met
and spoke with the homelass people
whao often sit outside 5t Mary's.
Excerpts from thesa conversations
form pant of the aedio element of the
show,

| certainly wasn't aware of how
seripus this issue 15, says Stanfield.
‘Speaking with the homeless people,
theur stornes touched me straight
away., It was astounding to find out
how lang they'd been [iving this
Iifestyle

Far Bolden, Crtical Mass gwves a
voice to the city’s homeless and
margmalised. "When you actually
give these people a vace, it becomes
much more meaningtul than just
giving tham an anonymous label like
"homeless”,” she says. '| find the
term “homelessness” such a de-
personalised label. That’s got a lot to

do with why society is so intolerant
of these people: they get stigmatised
and aclually blamed for ther plight

'But these people are in these
situations as a result of long-term
poverty, unemployment, lack of
education, major life traumas, various
ilnesses and the lack of fundeng in a
colossal range of services.”

Critical Mass marks the first time
Stanfield has worked on what he
calls "functional music, or music that
forms a backdrop lor other elements

"This tima over, | hava to put
miyself in the back seat and realise
that this is music with a definite
purpose. ts vary functional, instead
of the attitude of “You are the
audience, | am the performer, that is
the stage, here is my music,” ha
explains. ‘| think the bulk of the
audience will be people who don't
normally go 10 3 new Music Concert
Sao there's that aspect of writing new
music and putting it into a different
performance context 1o reach out to a
WECEr comamumity.

Crinical Mass will feature the
work of seven-plece ensemble
Symbitronic and the Queensiand
Uiniversity of Technology Academy of
Arts Choir. And despite its weighty
subject, Stanfield is determined that
the show will be far from downbeat

“There ara four choir pieces I've
been arranging and evan though they
are lynically dark, musically they are

jovous,” he says. To have a
melancholy theme and back it up
with melanchaoly music would be a
bit too depressing. 've been looking
for drama and tension rather than
depression = for strength in the
music rather than casting a gloom
over the audience.’

He is also impressad with St
Mary's, both as a venue and as an
organisation; "5t Mary's does vital
wiark in Brisbane with all social
issues, whether it's homelessness,
youth issues or domestic violence,
he says

According to Bolden, St Mary's
concentrates a large amount of
energy on helping people who aither
reside or spend a great deal of time
in public spaces

‘These public spaces are used for
communal drinking by some, and they
are home for others,” she says. "The
work we do includes gathenng empty
bottles, cleaning broken glass and
syringes and helping people find
accommodation or detoxification
services. We also help with banking,
and aspecially during this time of
year, we help provide Diankets

Critical Mass wil take prace on
Frigay 27 July and Saturday 28 July
at 6.30p.m. and on Sunday 23 July at
Sp.m. Eniry 15 by donabion



