cover story

4

.y
—
|Ls

# i

3
Y.

1

WEEEER

After fifteen years, chief executive
David Deans announces his retirement.

Ever wondered what makes him tick?
He spoke to Sarah Saunders.

August/September 2006
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For fifteen vears Dawvid Deans, 67, has
en the Tace of older Australians = quiet

measured, steady as you go, Felix t

chairman bEverald Complon s CSscar

Hailing from ‘Western Australia, David was

a foundme board member of Later Years

the forerunner to National Seniors in the

1Sy, B ra joined the ofrganisalion as

chief executive in 1991, leaving behind
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Under David's stewardship membership

has increasaed from 26 000 1o almost

00 00 and financials are strong. More

than that, National Senors has emerged

ds a poweriul voiuce tor older people both

nerg and on the international stage

But this issue heralds the end of an

era: Dawved wall retire in September

ever wondered aboul the man behind
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You've been CEOQ, lobbying on behalf
of older Australians, for 15 years -
wias this something you ever imagined
yourself doing?
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| TR ] executive 18]
L} i il [Z]H] 1S54
In 1 11 [ [ 4] 14 Gl ol wha |
ewvel of dPe DENSION Was: | Can nony |: wWas
an inerest | nad and | ee been lucky that

I was part ol iy ol |.|;|:|'_|'|_'_ r'II'II.E'llll

S only part of 8 chiel execulive s role
What was your vision for National Seniors
when you started out?

What's been your greatest challenge?
In a management sense, allocating my
10 the different areas of responsibility
WOrking with my peoaple, lobbving, .|.'||"|!_'
NOTE, Erowing thie business and



